[Research on teratogenic risks using a register of congenital malformations].
Etiologic research in the field of congenital malformations, besides specific difficulties, meets the usual methodologic problems in the study of uncommon phenomena. In this situation, registries may be valuable tools due to their specific way of functioning. They appear optimal for an urgent evaluation of an environmental risk. Due to the material available, they are also efficient for analytic research, especially in the frame of international collaboration. This etiological approach, which is not the primary aim of registries of congenital malformations, seems indeed a supplementary contribution to take into account in a cost/benefit evaluation of the epidemiological instrument.